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    Moving Ahead 
Protecting the environment 

U nder the Port Hope Area Initia-
tive, historic Low-Level Radioac-
tive Waste (LLRW) in various 

locations will be consolidated in safe, long-
term management facilities, yielding envi-
ronmental benefits for present and future 
generations. Some LLRW is currently in 
temporary storage sites. Occasionally, 
LLRW is discovered in the 
process of earth-moving for 
new construction. Since sum-
mer is the preferred season for 
construction, it is the busiest 
time of year for the Construc-
tion Monitoring Program 
(CMP) operated jointly by the 
Municipality of Port Hope and 
the Low-Level Radioactive 
Waste Management Office 
(LLRWMO). 

The CMP ensures that new 
construction can proceed with-
out impact from soil that may 
be contaminated with historic 
LLRW. Every property owner 
in Ward One can take advan-
tage of the program, usually at 
no cost. 

 

Projects large and small 
Small projects requiring building per-

mits, such as construction of dwelling units 
or additions less than 2,500 square feet in 
size, as well as installations of garages or 
swimming pools, require building permits. In 
Port Hope, all building permit applicants are 
referred to the LLRWMO. Following a re-
view of file data on the property, and upon 
obtaining approval from the property owner, 
the LLRWMO takes radiation measurements 
on the property. 

 If contaminated soils are found within 
the proposed work area,  further investiga-
tion is done to determine the amount of soil 
involved. The owner is then provided with 
specific instructions on dealing with the 
waste, under professional supervision from 
the LLRWMO. 

Large projects, such as entire subdivi-
sions, or work done by municipal utilities 
(laying of water mains, for example) all 
receive the services of the Construction 

Monitoring Program. In this way, the spread 
of contaminated soils is halted, and future 
problems — such as the need to remove soils 
from under a new structure — are prevented. 
There is no charge for the monitoring service 
or advice, nor for the storage of any radioac-
tively contaminated soils that may be found. 

 

Removal and storage 
Soil removed from any pro ject, 
large or small, is  stored at the 
Temporary Sto rage Site,     
located to the west of Cavan 
Street on property owned by 
the LLRWMO. The fenced site 
is licensed by the Canadian 
Nuclear Safety Co mmission 
and is regularly monitored.  
        Since 1989, the CMP has 
assisted at over 1,700 con-
struction sites and, as a result, 
approximately 6,500 cubic  
metres of contaminated soils 
from about 75 pro jects have 
been identified and managed. 
With co-operation from the 
Municipality, property owners 
and the CMP, the eventual 
goal is to clean up all the 
area’s historic LLRW. 

 

How to apply 
If you are a property owner removing 

soil from your property — even for work 
that does not require a building permit, such 
as the installation of a driveway — you may 
apply to use the services of the CMP. Addi-
tional information and application forms are 
available at the LLRWMO Project Office    
at 5 Mill Street South, in Port Hope. Call 
905-885-9488. 

Visit the Project Information Exchange, 110 Walton Street, Port Hope 10:00-5:00 Thurs. to Sat. 
Call (905) 885-0291             www.llrwmo.org 
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     This regular column is published by the Low-Level 
Radioactive Waste Management Office to inform local 
residents of progress on the clean-up and safe long-term 
storage of low-level radioactive waste in the area.  
      For copies of this column or additional information 
call 905 885-0291, or visit the Project  Information  
Exchange at 110 Walton Street in Port Hope.  

 


