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Protecting floraand fauna

ay the word “environment” and
what likely pops into your mind is
plant and animal life — flora and
fauna. Protecting the multi-faceted local
environment is the goa of the Port Hope
Arealnitiative. All components of the local
environment will be assessed before the
Low-Level Radioactive Waste Management
Office (LLRWMO) begins clean-up and
consolidation
activities
related to the
projects.
Biologists
from AMEC
Earth and
Environmental,
under the
direction of the
LLRWMO, are
busy compiling
information on
vegetation and
wildlife in the
Port Hope and

Port  Granby Identifying species and their interaction is important to the
areas. This  environmental biologists studying the local area.
information will

be used to establish baseline data that will
give the LLRWMO a clear picture of the
abundance and distribution of various
species of plants and animals prior to the
start of the clean-up work. The baseline data
will also be used to determine how best to
protect the terrestrial environment during
waste management activities.

Four components to study

“There are four components to the
terrestrial  study,” Dr. Bernard Lebeau,
senior biologist and AMEC project manager
explains, “We look at vegetation
communities and species; at wildlife
habitat; a wildlife communities and
species; and at natural heritage systems.” In
other words, they study individual species,
the habitats in which those species thrive,
and the relationship of those habitats to the
entire local environment. They do this by
reviewing relevant historic data on the Port
Granby and Port Hope areas, gathering
current local knowledge and by taking field
samples from existing plants and animals.

Special note is taken of ANSIs (Areas
of Natura and Scientific Interest)
identified by the Province of Ontario and
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ESAs (Environmentally Significant/
Sensitive Areas), designated by the local
Conservation Authority. Examples of local
ANSIs are Chrysler Point Bluffs and
Wesleyville Marsh. ESAs in the area
include Gages Creek Mouth and the Port
Hope Woods (Alexander Street Ravine).

Tissue samples are collected from plant
and animal species and analyzed for metals
and radionuclides, according to Dr. Lebeau.
Data from the tissue analyses are recorded
to be used as a
reference  for
future studies.

Information
collected by
AMEC will aso
be used to
propose a
preliminary list
of Valued
Ecosystem
Components
(VECs). These
VECs will be
developed
further at public
workshops later
this spring.

Information from the studies of
existing species, particularly VECs, will
assist the LLRWMO in assessing the
significance of likely effects of the Port
Hope and Port Granby Projects.

The big picture

1s Theterrestrial study isjust one of
five current environmental baseline
studies under way as part of the Port
Hope Area Initiative for the consolidation
and long-term management of historic low-
level radioactive waste. The aquatic,
atmospheric and geophysical studies have
been described in previous Moving Ahead
columns. The socio-economic study will be
profiled in an upcoming column.
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This regular column is published by the Low-Level
Radioactive Waste Management Office to inform local
residents of progress on the clean-up and safe long-
term storage of low-level radioactive waste in the area.

For copies of this column or additional information
call 905 885-0291, or visit the Project Information
Exchange at 110 Walton Street in Port Hope.

Visit the Project Information Exchange, 110 Walton Street,
Port Hope, 1:00-5:00 Monday to Friday
Call (905) 88540291 Visit our website: www.llrwmo.org — Soon to have a new look




